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~ immense popular followm

Jparticularly among the wox.\-
~ers and peasants. He js the
‘Tather of the “commonwealth” -
. arrangement with the United
- States, and as long as he,
continues to favor it (and he '
does  wholcheartedly), it
‘probably will persist.

Nevertheless, there seems to .
be a growing sentiment for
statehood. Blessed by the’
.strong “leadership of Luis-
Ferre and:- Miguel Gacia,
Mendez, .the Republican '
! Statehood party has shot up:
. from 85,172 votes in 1952 to.
¢ 284,627 in 1964.

This - is still only a little’
.more than 34 percent of the-
total vote, but there is a -
- strong belief that the percent-
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age would be considerably -
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larger in an election where
statchood was the only issue. . .
Many also {eel that statchood.
would win outright if Munoz
.Marin was out of the picture,.

- Munoz himself thinks com-’
monwealth would win even if .
. he were dead. However, as he
. said to me, “Ido not mtend to-

"take my’ life to. prové the

! pomt "
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SAN _JUAN, P.R.—As ifthe ~nevertheless served his pur- “police brutality,” and for to determine) but there is
Cental Inieliigence Agency pose of attracting attention to better housing, education, and certainly a strong, if minority,
Cdica’t alrcady have cnough  the emotional new political living conditions in urban sentiment for full statehood,
Sirovhle wilh students in tne  struggle that is developing especially among the more
Uniled States, it hasalso been  here unbeknownst to most  SUms. » ‘alfluent and better educated
-acevsed ol ineiting allacks  Americans. . The Ind CPE”‘dlStaS share the  elements. -
-nere  in San Juan against Since - this conilict revolves - View of Cubda's Fidel Castro It is .a curious fact that
Duccto Riecan students who are primarily -about the island’s - that ’PUCFW Rico l§, merely a - although only a handful of
+ campaigaing {or independence  relations  with  the  United “periumed  colony” of the Eskimos and Hawaiians live
o tae island, Slates, and will probably come ~ United States. The PIM and  {n™w0" ynited States, both
|, <uan Mari 3ras, awealthy to a head laler this year 'SNCCallianceintendstotryto i ci- 2nd  Hawaii enjoy
Clawyer  who is  sceretary-.  through a plebiscite on status, - brinZ questions of Puerto statehood, but Pucrto Rico,,
general of iie Pro Independ- Americans are soon going to  Rican ,ndependence and. oy pclhaps 15  millies
cince :\’uvcvnem (PIM), . be hearing a great deal about  Negro oppression”  in the. residing in the United Statds? »
cinarges thi. the Association of it, especially if Mari Bras and  United States before the : remains something less, or; as
U'nvus ; Students for State- hls sensational new ally, the United Nations. - some would have it, equal but .
N mau (AUDZS) is really an one and only Stokely Carmi- Adl this makes headlines, : separate.
“insirunent” of the CIA, and. chael (head of SNCC), have but here in San Juan interest : In any case, pue, to Rico is
"kt AUPZ s responsisie fox‘ a  anything to do with it. centers not on the Independis- . neither fish nor fowl. There is.,
:'cc\..L vock-throwing assault .= Carmichael, whose leader- tas (as of now a negligible 55 other status quite like it-
on - oaor youths demonstxaung ship of the Students Non- . group), but on the coming’ aanywhere else in the world. It:
for (.\.pc’\dclce Violent Coordinating Commit- battie at the polls between the. is part of the United States
“We do not nave the slw.t-_ tee so aroused Americans last two major parties, one of and yet isn’t. The people:
est coubt,” -said Mari Bras, year, has come and gone from  which stands for the present * escape the income tax, but not
“{hat in back of all this is the  Puctto . Rico, but he will be- commonwealth status and the . the draft. And so it goes. ¢
. .iniamous Ci4, which has been  back, and meanwhile hie is - other for statehood. Modern Puerto  Rico is-
Luving t'm'o;;;h its San Juan - busy surxm” up things in New In the United States it is really almost the work of one
oifice, to atiack the PIM and  York ‘where 700,000 Puerto generally assumed that all or . man, the incomparable Munoz -
e independence struggle in ‘Ricans now live. nearly all of Puerto Rico is Marin, who founded - the:
‘ger neral” “ In fact, Carmichaecl and happy and contented with its _Popular Democratic party and
L }xd“».as .n?y not have any Mari Bras have issued a joint . existing statiis, but actually ~was the governor for so many -
doubts but  most other . . -y there is’a supstantial dissent. years until he insisted on
Puerto Ricans do. Fis charges ~Communique saying they will y &% p big this is nobody.  retiring in 1964.
;'against the CIA arenoftaken - Work fogether against the war Ynows (that’s what the plebi-  But even in “rehrement” he
scriously, bit they have in Vietnam, the draft, and scite, if it is held, is supposed ‘is “Mr. Puerto Rico,” with an’ STAT
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